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"The Plastic Treatment of the Repetition of the Letter Waw Between
Sculptural Structure and Surface Composition in Contemporary

Ceramics
Dr. Manal Mohamed Ahmed Elgammal
Lecturer of Ceramics
Department of Art Education
Faculty of Specific Education

Benha University
Abstract (in English):
This research presents a contemporary visual approach that explores the
potential of the Arabic letter "Waw" in constructing ceramic artworks that
merge sculptural form with surface composition, through its repetition and
transformation as a visual and structural element. A series of ceramic works
was produced, based on the inherent characteristics of the letter "Waw'—its
flexibility, fluidity, and its capacity for structural repetition within space—
achieving visual relationships grounded in movement, rhythm, and balance.
The researcher employed various ceramic techniques such as slab
construction, carving, sculpting, piercing, and lustre glazing, which enriched
the visual surface and granted the letter complex sculptural dimensions. The
research aims to highlight the formative potential of the Arabic letter beyond
its linguistic function, by reimagining it as a generative visual entity carrying
philosophical and aesthetic properties that allow for abstraction and
transformation within the ceramic form.
The practical application resulted in a collection of ceramic compositions that
reflect a profound understanding of the letter’s structure and its interaction
with mass, space, and motion.
Keywords:
Contemporary Ceramics, Letter Waw, Sculptural Composition, Calligraphic

Forming, Surface Treatment
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